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The Federation of Swedish Farmers, LRF

is an interest and business organisation 

for the green industry. 

With over 130 000 individual members LRF 

represent some 60 000 enterprises, which

makes LRF the largest organisation for small 

enterprises in Sweden.



Flygfoto algblomning

Landsort



Eutrophication and nutrient losses

from farming have a long story
EU:s 

vatten-

direktiv 

Cykel 1
Cykel 2



34 hectare

field in the 

very south of

Sweden.

Not an 

experimental 

field, but

farmers 

normal 

cultivation.



Källa: Avd. f. Vattenvård, SLU

49 years of nitrogen leaching from a field

in the south of Sweden
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Ref: Behaderovic, Danira (2018). The environmental performance of Swedish food production – an analysis of Agri-environmental 

indicators. Master thesis, Department of Soil and Environment. Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala.

Comparison of average nitrogen and 

phosphorus leaching per hectare of farmland 



Three ways of producing

environmental measures on farms

1. Legislation. (Nitrates directive and more)

2. Payments in EU Rural Development Programme (RDP)

› Establishing wetlands

› Catchcrops

› Bufferzones

› Spring ploughing

› Structural liming

› Lime-refill when tile-draining

› Two-stage ditches

3. Farm advisory service



65 000 farmvisits in 20 years

• Voluntary participation and repeated farm visits

• Farm-specific measures and follow-up

• The visits are free of charge for the farmers 

• 230 advisors are involved yearly

The objective is to increase farmer knowledge in order to 

change behavior



The Focus on Nutrients program

› Around 50 % of the full time farmers in Sweden, cultivating almost 

50 % of all arable land take part (1.2 million hectares)

› Farms with more than 50 hectares and/or 25 animal units

› It is funded by the Swedish Rural Development Program

› It has a yearly budget of about 4.8 million EUR (or 4.0 GBP )



About 40 environmental advice packages
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We do benchmarking of environmental

performance among farmers 

This is 

you!

And 

this is 

you!

Källa: Greppa Näringen

Nitrogen surplus on 2 500 swedish milk-farms

Use of energy in 

kwh per kg of

pigmeat



Results

P-surplus

is 

decreasing

on all 

farms after

advisory

service



Results

“The decrease in transport of nutrients in rivers, has for 

nitrogen been greatest in regions where most measures 

have been done and where the project Focus on Nutrients 

has been ongoing” (Fölster et al., 2012, SLU).
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Lärkruta

Ostädat hörn 

gynnar 

många arter

Fågelholk

Våtmark

Sandblotta

Hamlat 

träd

Regler inom området mark, vatten, växtnäring och övergödning som 
tillkommit i andra länder senaste åren och som inte finns i Sverige


